
How to edit R scripts from a GitHub repository 
in your local computer with Windows OS



Preferred Computer Specs

● At least 8GB RAM of memory
● At least 2GB of storage



Methods and Required Installations

● Method 1: Use the Git version control functions embedded in RStudio
○ Install R and RStudio

● Method 2: Use GitHub Desktop to synchronize files
○ Install R and RStudio
○ Install GitHub Desktop

https://posit.co/download/rstudio-desktop/
https://posit.co/download/rstudio-desktop/
https://desktop.github.com/


Method 1

Step 1: Open RStudio and the website that contains the repository that you would 
like to clone in GitHub



Method 1

Step 2: Copy the repository’s HTTPS
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Method 1

Step 3: In RStudio, go to 
File>New Project>Version 
Control>Git

Step 4: Paste the HTTPS URL 
from Step 2

Step 5: Choose a location in 
your computer where you would 
like to save your files. Click 
Create Project.
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Method 1

● All the files from your GitHub repository should now be in your local computer. 
If the cloning did not work, you can try Method 2.

● Step 6: You can click on an existing .R or .Rmd file to edit it or click on the 
New File button to write a new script
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Method 1

● Step 7: Once you have made some 
edits that you would like to save, 
click the Save button. Follow the 
steps directed by RStudio to save 
the file in your local repository folder.
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Method 1

Step 8: To push the files back into 
GitHub, go to the Git tab.

Step 9: To add the files, check on 
each file.

Step 10: Click Commit.
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Method 1

Step 11: Write a commit message 
and click Commit. Afterward, click 
Close.

Step 12: Click Push.

Step 13: Go back to your GitHub 
repository on your web browser to 
check that the repository has been 
updated. 
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Method 2: To update any files, not just in RStudio

Step 1: Open GitHub desktop 
and follow their instructions to 
sign in.

Step 2: Choose a repository that 
you would like to clone to your 
local computer.

Step 3: Choose a location in 
your computer where you would 
like to save your files. 
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Method 2: To update any files, not just in RStudio

Step 4: Once changes have 
been made and saved to 
your local folder, the change 
will show up in GitHub 
desktop.

Step 5: To push the 
repository back, simply type 
a commit message and click 
Commit to main.
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Method 2: To update any files, not just in RStudio

Step 6: Click Push origin to 
update the changes in the online 
repository.

Step 7: To make sure that your 
local repository is synchronized 
with with updated online 
repositories (in case your 
collaborator has updated the 
online repository also), click 
Fetch origin.
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